
Sunday, May 17, 2015
HE>i(ntermediary)2 HEBREWS 7:15-8:2

See It  
- What is the most memorable bridge you have ever crossed? Tell the story. What are the 

elements that make a great bridge a great bridge?

- Today's scripture presents Jesus as superior to the High Priests of the Old Covenant. Before 
we get to the passage, compare the role of the priest to that of a bridge. How is a priest like a 
bridge?

- Read Hebrews 7:15-28.As you read the passage today mark the elements that make Jesus a 
superior priest to the Levitical priests.

Understand It  
- Background: Genesis 14 and Psalm 110

- What had happened in Abraham's life just prior to meeting Melchizedek? Where did 
Melchizedek come from? Who was he? Was he a priest? A king? Or both? 

- What was the difference between Melchizedek and the Levitical priests? 

- What did Psalm 110 mean when it prophesied that Jesus would be a priest like Melchizedek?

- List the ways Hebrews says Jesus is superior to the Levitical priests.

- In what way was the old priesthood weak and useless compared to Jesus as our new High 
Priest

- According to Hebrews 7:25, what did Jesus sacrifice accomplished once and for all? What 
does Jesus do now as he sits on his Heavenly throne?

- So what? What is the point of this teaching? Read Hebrews 8:1-2 and sum up this passage in 
a sentence. This chapter is the focal point of the entire book of Hebrews. Everything so far 
has built to this and will flow from these two verses.

- Talk for a few minutes about the encounters Jesus had with the High Priest. Some people 
consider the Gospel to be first and foremost a conflict between Jesus and Caiaphas, 

- Consider John 11:45-53. What caused the struggle between Annas, Caiaphas and Jesus? In 
John 18 what role does the High Priest play in Jesus crucifixion? There was a new High 
Priest in place when the book of Hebrews is written, how do you think that High Priest would 
have responded to this central tenant in the book of Hebrews?
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Relate It  
- What kind of encouragement would these verses have brought to a group of persecuted 

Christians in Rome? What encouragement can we find in Hebrews 7?

- The greatest truth in today's lesson is not that Jesus was a superior priest. It's not that Jesus 
was sinless. It's not that Jesus rules from his heavenly throne. It's not that he sacrificed 
himself once for all. The greatest truth in today's message is that he paid for your sins, your 
debt is paid in full. There is a second truth in Hebrews 8:1 that is almost as powerful, can you 
identify it?

- If  Barak Obama gave you the full backing including all the resources of the White House for 
you to accomplish your mission, what mission would you pursue? Hebrews 7 says not only do 
we have direct access to God's throne room, but we have an intermediary interceding for us. 
What do you think Jesus is interceding on your behalf for this week?

Follow It  
- How will you take this scripture and live it out this week? How does it apply to you?

- This week as you pray visualize yourself in the throne room, in the very presence of the God 
Most High with the King of Righteousness and Peace seated on the throne next to God. The 
King calls you to come close and you respond. It's not like a kid sitting on Santa's lap, but 
more like a soldier kneeling before the King seeking your next great assignment. How would 
that type of prayer shape your requests this week?

- Who served as an intermediary, helping you make peace with God? Have you ever served as 
an intermediary for someone else? Who is someone you know that needs help finding hope 
in Jesus? How could you help them find that hope this week?

- Consider again this week using the How and Who Prayer on a daily basis.

• How do you want to love me today? Who do you want to love through me?

HE>intermediaries...explain. We must love courageously, but what does it mean that Jesus is 
greater than our intermediaries?
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